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Belief—Honesty—Aspiration 

Curriculum Focus –What are our pupils learning this half term in subjects H-S? 

 

Subject Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

History What is history?  
 
Chronology and using evidence. 

A study of the changes made by the Normans 
after their invasion of England in 1066.  
What was the impact of the Norman invasion 
on England? 
 
Key skill: Change and continuity. 

Crime and punishment through the ages. 
 
Comparison of punishment of rich and poor, 
links to Year 6 work on societal changes, using 
evidence and source evaluation. Key skills: 
chronology, change and continuity, similarity 
and difference and using evidence. 

Mathemat-
ics 

Number: Place Value and the Four Opera-
tions  
Know the place values headings up to ten 
million.   
 
Read, write and order numbers up to ten 
million.  
Use formal written methods for addition 
and subtraction of whole numbers with four 
or more digits.  
 
Use a formal written division method to 
divide numbers up to four digits by a two 
digit number.  

Algebraic Thinking: Sequences  
 
Know the Fibonacci sequence.   
 
Recognise the difference between a linear 
and non-linear sequence and describe the 
term-to-term rule using mathematical lan-
guage.  

Reasoning with Number: Prime Numbers and 
Proof  
Know, and quickly recall, multiplication (and 
related division facts) up to 12 x 12.  
 
Know how to write a number as a product of its 
prime factors.   
 
Identify the Highest Common Factor and the 
Lowest Common Multiple for pairs of numbers 
(by listing and prime factor decomposition with 
the use of Venn diagrams).  

Music Read It - Rhythm Notation   
Understand about rhythm and pulse, the 
difference of performance and composition 
and how music can be organised. Reading 
musical rhythm notation; sound and si-
lence.   
 
Identify rhythm notes and rests. Differenti-
ate between rhythm and pulse. Compose 
and perform repeating rhythm patterns on 
untuned percussion. 

I’ve Got Rhythm   
Revision of pulse and rhythm notation. Extend 
knowledge to include time signatures. Under-
standing of repetitive rhythmic textures per-
formed on drums.   
 
Develop a feeling for and an awareness of a 
regular pulse. Perform an 8-bar phrase accu-
rately following musical notation. Perform in 
time in different time signatures; ¾ and 4/4. 

Saharan Sounds   
Learn about cyclic rhythm and a polyrhythmic 
texture. Develop an understanding of rhythm 
grid notation. Learn to perform on a djembe 
drum. Give a group djembe performance.  
  
 
Perform cyclic rhythms using repetition in a 
polyrhythmic texture. Compose ‘call’ sections 
in a call and response structure. Use correct 
djembe drum technique. Identify musical ele-
ments in a variety of African music.   

Physical 
Education 

Invasion Games  
 
Acquire basic skills – send, receive, phase 
1 defending.  
 
Knowledge of positions and rules. 

Invasion Games  
 
Send and receive, attacking and defending, 
scoring, using space, tackling, intercepting, 
communication. 

Invasion Games  
 
Apply skills of send, receive and 3 phases of 
sending consistently and when under pressure. 
 
Apply basic and more complex skills and con-
cepts to competitive situations. 3v3, 4v4 etc 

PSHE and 
RSE 

Transition to BHA.  
 
Developing goals and personal targets.  
 
Learning skills. Learning how skills and 
interests relate to jobs and careers.  

Careers education including job skills, career 
influences, career pathways.  

Financial literacy  

Religious 
Studies 

What are worldviews?  
Our personal worldviews 
Religion and Belief – overview of major 
world religions 
Humanism – an introduction  
Numeracy skills – interpretation of num-
bers (analysis); empathy. 

Intro – worldviews, what are they and what 
are ours? 
 
Bible – The Big Story Exploring and under-
standing key concepts of the Bible; enquiry 
skills; evaluation; empathy, discussion and 
debating. 

Buddhism – when a religion doesn’t have a 
god 
 
Exploration of key concepts of Buddhism; inter-
preting data. 

Science 
 

Safety and skills 
Animals including humans  

Diet and digestion 
Forces 
Cells and reproduction  

Acids and alkalis 
Energy 
Photosynthesis  

The end of the first successful half term. We have made memories, made friends, made new schemas and made eight weeks of learning 
together for success. The last two weeks have been full of sporting competitions, various fundraising events, our Open Evening and of 
course our every day lessons. We would like to thank our pupils for their diligence and for their resilience through a long half term. Mistakes 
are part of learning and as a community we strive to adapt and celebrate all the learning but especially through our mistakes. This academic 
and social learning requires much energy which is why rest periods are so important. We hope that all pupils will enjoy their week away 
catching up on rest and new experiences. We want pupils to enjoy the outdoors, their books and time with those they love. We thank all 
families for their ongoing support, and we look forward to seeing all our pupils on Monday 3rd November which will be a green week. Senior 
Leadership Team 



Assessment Focus: How are our pupils being assessed in subjects H-S? 
 
In all subjects pupils are assessed formatively on a daily basis through a wide variety of practices: heads 
down, hands up, mini whiteboards, thumb debates, cold-calling, think-pair-square-share, post-it note summar-
ies, snowballing, silent debates, entrance and exit tickets, three ideas, two questions and one wish, RAG it… 
Each subject also has summative assessments at the end of topic/units/half terms/years/key stages. 

 
Subject Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

History Termly summative assessment 
linked to curriculum related expecta-
tions.  

Termly summative assessment 
linked to curriculum related expecta-
tions.  

Termly summative assessment 
linked to curriculum related expecta-
tions. 

Mathematics GL Assessment in September. 
Practice SATs papers 2 x Autumn; 2 
x Spring 
Mini assessment after each unit. 
KS2 Paper – Summer  

GL Assessment in September. 
Mini assessment after each unit. 
AQA KS3 paper once per term.  

GL Assessment in September. 
Mini assessment after each unit. 
AQA KS3 paper once per term.  

Music Singing, Performing, Composing 
and Listening assessments linked to 
Curriculum Related Expectations.  

Singing, Performing, Composing 
and Listening assessments linked to 
Curriculum Related Expectations.  

Singing, Performing, Composing 
and Listening assessments linked to 
Curriculum Related Expectations.  

Physical Education Unit assessment related to the PE 
curriculum I can statements.  

Unit assessment related to the PE 
curriculum I can statements.  

Unit assessment related to the PE 
curriculum I can statements.  

PSHE and RSE Ipsative assessment – this is for 
each unit and often for each lesson 
too:  
Questioning, discussion, brain-
storming, hot-seating, freeze frame, 
cartoon strip, story boards, respond-
ing to a scenario, picture or video 
clip, mind map, graffiti wall, quiz, 
questionnaire, continuum, rating 
themselves in relation to the learn-
ing outcomes.   

Ipsative assessment for lessons 
and at the end of a unit:  
Questioning, discussion, brain-
storming, hot-seating, freeze frame, 
cartoon strip, story boards, respond-
ing to a scenario, picture or video 
clip, mind map, graffiti wall, quiz, 
questionnaire, continuum, rating 
themselves in relation to the learn-
ing outcomes.   

Ipsative assessment for lessons 
and at the end of a unit:  
Questioning, discussion, brain-
storming, hot-seating, freeze frame, 
cartoon strip, story boards, respond-
ing to a scenario, picture or video 
clip, mind map, graffiti wall, quiz, 
questionnaire, continuum, rating 
themselves in relation to the learn-
ing outcomes.   

Religious  
Education 

Termly assessment linked to Curric-
ulum Related Expectations. 
Term 1: Sikh Worldviews 
Term 2: Islam 
Term 3: Philosophy and Spirited 
Arts  

Termly assessment linked to Curric-
ulum Related Expectations. 
Term 1: Bible: The Big Story and 
Heaven interpretation 
Term 2: Hinduism 
Term 3: Extraordinary People  

Termly assessment linked to Curric-
ulum Related Expectations. 
Term 1: Buddhism 
Term 2: Christian denominations 
and pilgrimage 
Term 3: Judaism and the Holocaust  

Science GL Assessment in September. 
Every topic – Written assessment 
and test. Skills check homework 
tasks when appropriate to support 
evidence for meeting curriculum 
related expectations.  

GL Assessment in September. 
Every topic – Written assessment 
and test. Skills check homework 
tasks when appropriate to support 
evidence for meeting curriculum 
related expectations.  

GL Assessment in June. 
Every topic – Written assessment 
and test. Skills check homework 
tasks every four weeks to support 
evidence for meeting curriculum 
related expectations.  

Reading Focus—what could we read with our child? 
 

Year 6 Happy Habits Year 7 Brilliant Black British History 
 
 
 

Year 8 Art of Protest 
 
  

   

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241771464/isbn/Happy-Habits-by-Dr-Alex-George.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781526657404/isbn/Brilliant-Black-British-History-by-Atinuke.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781787418240/isbn/Art-of-Protest-by-De-Nichols.html


Safeguarding Focus—how can I help? 
 
To find out what you 
need to know about 
these platforms and how 
to keep your child/ren 
safe: 
https://
saferinternet.org.uk/
guide-and-resource/
social-media-guides 
 

Learning Habit Focus - how can I help my child learn? 
Top tips for easier computing for all pupils including those with dyslexia:     

Make the text bigger and change the colour of it.   

Double-spacing text can also be useful.   

Using a sans serif font like Arial or Comic Sans is really useful too.   

Some people prefer to change the screen background.   

Using the in-built voice recognition/dictation system can help.  Using in-built text-to-speech to read doc-
uments out loud can be very useful.  

Career Focus—what do we know about this in our family? 
 
Have you considered 
how many career path-
ways there are in the 
NHS? 
 
 
 

The NHS is the biggest employer in Worcestershire! 
 
Find out about all of the jobs that are available in the NHS. 
 
https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/careers/videos  

• SEND Focus — West Midlands Autism 

Free workshops on-line 

 Reasonable Adjustments  The Diagnostic Process   Autism and Anxiety 

 

https://www.safeguardingworcestershire.org.uk/home/wscp/parents-carers/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://www.pocklington.org.uk/education/tech/make-computer-accessible/
https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/careers/videos
https://www.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/event/reasonable-adjustments-workshop-hw/
https://www.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/event/the-diagnostic-process-workshop-hw-2/
https://www.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/event/autism-and-anxiety-webinar-2/


Wellbeing and Outdoor Learning—how are our pupils keeping well and using our outdoor learning? 
Enrichment and Geography have been learning outside for sketch-mapping and minifigure photography. 

Pupil success and voice—what do we want to celebrate and say? 

 
Congratulations to 6H who are the Year 6 interhouse Netball champions winning all five of their games. Castle fin-
ished in 2

nd
 place and Vale in 3rd. Congratulations to 6V who won the football. A fabulous afternoon of netball and 

football and a big well done to everyone that took part.  

 
 
 
 
  

Our Bake Sale raised £560 for  
books to add to the collection 
in The Hillside library. Well 
done to all bakers and eaters! 

Year 7 all received their free 
Bookbuzz book to read. 

The Rubbish Business Club raised 
over £50 for  The Children and Young 
People’s Cancer Association Charity. 
https://www.cclg.org.uk/   

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cclg.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwS1NxRFkyaWI3enZDc0FkYQEe01mCjZhglmuwP0al8uRQCMRDQcknC84s0b1PXQVOmvW9KQjUYxQwjeYBZN0_aem_BW8d-TVVKTp2P5fHXVyJqA&h=AT1Ey6Via1wmU-qLfL3Y_pwZkrh8DYewEV9m7oUgrk2-W


Year 7 visited Warwick Castle and acted out the Battle of 
Hastings! 



Our Open Evening 2025 

It's very exciting to see the completed shoe 
boxes arriving at school. If you need an emp-
ty shoebox then please see Miss Barber as 
there are plenty to hand out. Remember the 
deadline is November 10th so please have 

Well done to our 3Rs commended pupils 
this week: Fin D, Oliver S, Jamie D, Evie 
T, Freya W and Charlie Q. It was great to 
hear from staff how you have embodied 
our 3Rs and all been great role models to 
your peers. #ProudSchool  

The U-13 girls' football team soon found 
their rhythm and went on to win 7-3. There 
were goals from Savannah R, Logan D and 
player of the match Martha M. A fantastic 
team performance - well done to all who 

played.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/proudschool?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F

